
27. PUBLIC FUNDING FOR EXPERT ASSISTANCE IN CHILD ABUSE OR 
NEGLECT CASES 
  
27.01. Motion and Appointment 
  
Upon motion by a party or upon its own motion, the court may appoint an expert to 
perform a medical or psychological evaluation and may require such expert to testify, 
pursuant to West Virginia Code § 49-6-4. 
  
27.02. Compensation of Experts 
  
The court shall by order establish in advance the reasonable fees and expenses to be paid 
to an expert. Payment shall be as follows: Upon completion of services by an expert, the 
court shall, by order, direct the State Department of Health and Human Resources to pay 
for the expert's evaluation, report writing, consultation, or other preparation; and the court 
shall, by order, direct payment by the Supreme Court's Administrative Office for the 
expert's fee and expenses entailed in appearing to testify as a witness. 


